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I. Introduction

In the early 1940s, al-Mokhtar al-Susi launched an ethnohistory of Sus
and its hinterlands by collecting manuscripts from families, documenting
local histories and biographies, and writing a local nationalist history of
Akka, Iligh, Taroudannt, Jazoula and other settlements throughout Sus."
Al-Susi contended that a national historiography would remain incomplete
without regional histories; he also cautioned against having blind faith in
European colonial writings on Morocco.” His work has since then set up
the foundation for numerous local histories of Sus and its communities in
the post-Independence period. Aomar Afa,® Mohamed Lahbib Nouhi, Larbi
Mezzine™ and other historians of Sus and Tafilalet have added key historical
works to the colonial and postcolonial writings on southern oases by focusing
on different issues including social, customary, legal, and economic subjects.
However, few of these studies have tried to document through a variety of
manuscripts diverse historical themes and issues by focusing on a single
Saharan oasis and its local, regional and global connections. This short paper
reproduces some of these documents and highlights a number of local and
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regional historical issues through a focus on the southern Moroccan oasis of
Akka as one of the most important oases in the Anti-Atlas and Dar‘a region.
I choose to reproduce a set of archival family documents, including pictures
and manuscripts, that I collected throughout the different villages of Akka
(Tizounine, Sidi Abdellah Ou Mbark, Rahala, Ait Rahat, Taourirt, Tagadirt,
Agadir Ouzrou) and give a macro and micro history of Akka before, during
and after the colonial period. These documents were obtained mostly from
the family archives of Ibrahim Nouhi and Ouhamam both residents of Akka.
In fact the local Museum of Akka houses many of these documents which
are still in deteriorating condition and are not preserved in accordance with
scientific methods of document conservation.®

The reprinted documents which include also pictures and manuscripts
depict issues related customary and Islamic law (cases 1-5); Jewish-Muslim
relations (cases 6-20); sales, loans and usufruct (21-47); slavery (48-50);
colonial politics (51-56); and tribal leadership and the Makhzan (57-61).
By focusing on Akka, my aim is (1) to call attention to the importance of
safeguarding local family archives to make them available for other scholars,
(2) provide a list of family archives in the Anti-Atlas that students and
scholars of the region can consult, (3) expand the analytical frame of regional
historiographies by covering many subjects in one study, and (4) stress the
importance of local histories in the wider national historiography.

These documents are copied from their original sources without
changes despite some spelling mistakes or inconsistencies in names, places
and grammar. My main focus here is not to analyze these sources but to make
them available for students and researchers interested in the social, political
and economic histories of the region. [ am including here examples of the main
issues that appear in these troves of documents. I begin this list with the legal
framework that organizes social life in these arid sub-saharan communities.
At the center of all the documents, there is a customary Islamic legal system
regulated and enforced by local judges and tribal leaders. Many of these judges
have either maintained a connection with central or regional government or
served as independent judges outside the authority of the Makhzan.® The
names of these judges and their social histories are available in al-Ma ‘sul
and other works of al-Susi. For example, document 1 highlights how tribal
leaders rely on some local judges to settle conflicts around water. Document
2 discusses the case of a forged legal document. Document 3 is about a tribal

(5) See Aomar Boum, The Plastic Eye: the Politics of Jewish Representation in Moroccan Museums.
Ethnos 74(1):49-77, 2010.

(6) Aomar Boum, Memories of Absence: How Muslims Remember Jews in Morocco. Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 2013.
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agreement regarding legal rulings in murder cases. Document 5 is a detailed
example of a customary law (‘urf). Although these documents are specific to
Akka in terms of the cases they discuss, they are about issues shared by many
communities in southeastern Morocco. Scholars and students interested in
these documents however need to consult the works of al-Susi, Mustapha
Naimi, Aomar Afa, al-Wafi Nouhi, and Mbarak Ait Addi to familiarize
themselves with the names and content of the documents. A knowledge of
colonial literature, especially the works of Monteil and Charles de Foucauld,
is also recommended for a better assessment of this documentation.

Inaddition to alarge number of manuscripts about customary and Islamic
laws that organize tribal relations, family archives throughout Akka are still
full of thousands of documents that describe historical relations between Jews
and Muslims. These documents highlight largely issues of credit and usufruct
(case 6). Many documents also describe the economic relations between
Jewish merchants of Essaouira with connection to the sultan and local tribal
leaders (documents 8-9). The economic and social relationship between Jews
and Muslims continued to be reflected through these documents until 1962
when they emigrated to Israel. A few documents are about the role of local
Jews in the southern liberation movement (document 20).

The largest collection of documents revolves around sales, loans and
usufruct involving families, neighbors and tribal leaders. One of the interesting
dimensions of this subset of documents is its variety in terms of the social
relations it describes: widows, men, women, family members, tribal leaders.
The majority of documents describe cases of loans by Cheikh Omar and other
members of ayt Mribet family to residents of Akka and other neighboring
Saharan communities during years of drought and famine.” It also sheds
light on the role of women in these tribal and Saharan communities as many
documents show widows as independent agents in most of the transactions.
All these relations take place in an agrarian society where water, trees and
land are at core of household subsistence economies. Therefore they add to
our understanding of other historical works such as Omar Benmira’s study of
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the nawazil and rural societies during the 14th and 15th centuries.® There
are also a set of documents that stress not only the racial dynamics between
shurfa and haratine as described in the section of customary law, but also the
history of slavery and the commercial relations between Akka, Tindouf and
Timbuktu. These documents show how slavery was practiced until the 1950s
in many communities partly because of its connection to land labor.

Apart from these local social, political and economic dynamics, a
large body of documents emphasizes the connections between the central
government and the local tribal leadership and their communities, as well
as the local politics during the colonial period and national independence
movement. Documents (57-61) are examples of the political allegiance
of local leaders to Alawite sultans including Mohammed V. Document
55 highlights the role of Akka as the base of the Southern Liberation
Army (g4 | >l ). Finally and although the French colonial
administration did not extend its authority into the region until the early
1930s, many documents highlight aspects of the daily relationships between
the populations of these oasis communities and the French administrators, as
is the case of accounts of forced labor (corvée) (document 53).

I have chosen to reproduce these documents without any analysis
largely to make them available for researchers of small-scale agrarian
societies in general and southern Moroccan communities in particular. I also
intend this as a call for a national initiative to gather documentation in these
communities with the objective of safeguarding it from the destructive forces
of nature, and to make it available for national and foreign scholars. I follow
here the footsteps of Paul Pascon who pointed out in many publications
the scientific importance of these documents, especially in his work on the
Haouz of Marrakesh in 1977 and the social history of Tazerwalt in 1984.
Pascon outlined the steps of filming, fixing and indexing family registers
and manuscripts. He is credited for being one of the first post-independence
researchers to have outlined a theory of documentation for legal manuscripts
and commercial registers to achieve a better scientific understanding of rural
Morocco from a historical, sociological and anthropological perspective.®
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II. Manuscripts
I. Judges, Customary Law and Legal Relations
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